
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. 



Baltimore, February, 1887. 

THE FO UR TH CONVENTION OF THE 
MODERN LANGUAGE ASS'N. 

The Modern Language Association of 
America held its fourth annual convention at 
Baltimore, Dec. 28, 29, and 30, and the pro- 
gram previously announced in the Notes was 
in all essential particulars carried out. On 
Monday evening, Dec. 27, an informal recep- 
tion was given by President Oilman, of the 
Johns Hopkins University, to those members 
of the Association who were so fortunate as to 
have arrived in the city at that time. On 
Tuesday the chief order of the day was sight- 
seeing. The new hospitals of the Johns Hop- 
kins foundation, the Peabody library, the Uni- 
versity buildings and other objects of interest 
were inspected by various groups of delighted 
observers, who will, perhaps, not be offended, 
if the writer hereof, presumes to speak as-si 
representative of the visiting aliens and to re- 
turn thanks on their behalf to the many Balti- 
moreans, citizens, professors, and students, 
who did so much to render our brief visit de- 
lightful and profitable. 

On Tuesday evening, after being cordially 
welcomed to Baltimore by President Oilman, 
the Association listened to an address by Presi- 
dent Carter upon "The Study of Modern Lan- 
guages in our Higher Institutions." I shall 
make no attempt to characterize either this 
address or the papers which were read and 
discussed at the ensuing sessions. A brief 
outline from memory would be of little use at 
best and might prove to be worse than useless. 
The latter part of the evening was given to a 
pleasant reunion in the University librarv over 
Hopkins Hall. 

The list of members in attendance Dec. 28, 
1SS6, contained 176 names. Of these names 
about jo'i appeared to the observer to be obvi- 
ously Lnglisli (or Celtic) and about 20^ obvi- 
ously German. Of the total number in attend- 
ance 78 were teachers engaged in modern 
language work, and of this last number 65 
were engaged at colleges and universities. 
These 65 came from 18 different States, as fol- 



lows : From Maryland, n; Massachusetts, 8; 
Pennsylvania, S; Virginia, 6; Ohio, 4; South 
Carolina, 4; New Jersey, 4; New York, 3; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 3 ; Indiana, 3 ; 
Michigan, 2; Kentucky, Louisiana, Delaware, 
Illinois, Tennessee and Nebraska each 1. 
These figures afford at least a rough criterion 
as to how far the Association has come to be 
truly representative of "America." 

The forenoon session of Wednesday, Dec. 28, 
was devoted to papers by Dr. James W. Bright, 
of Baltimore, Prest. Henry E. Shepherd, of 
Charleston, and Prof. H. C. O. Huss, of Prince- 
ton ; it having been first agreed that the time 
for the reading of papers should be limited to 
thirty minutes for each and that in the subse- 
quent discussion five minutes should be allowed 
to the first speaker and three minutes to each 
subsequent speaker. Dr. Bright read portions 
of a "General Survey of the Year's Publica- 
tions in the Department of Modern Lan- 
guages." He advocated the plan of making- 
such a survey a permanent feature of future 
conventions. The idea met with favor and 
Dr. Bright was designated to superintend the 
preparation of such a report for the year 1887. 
It was further voted that this report be printed 
and ready for distribution to members upon 
the opening of the next convention . 

Prest. Shepherd read a paper entitled "A 
Study of English Prose Style from Elizabeth 
to Victoria," and Prof. Huss one upon "Victor 
Hugo's Religion as drawn from his Writings." 

At the afternoon session of Wednesday, 
which was preceded by a protracted luncheon 
at the St. James Hotel, papers were read as 
follows: "Some Disputed Points in the Pro- 
nunciation of German," by Prof. (). B. Super, 
of Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa.; "French 
Literature in Louisiana,'' by Prof. Alcee For- 
tier, of New Orleans ; "Guillaume de Dole, an 
unpublished Old French Romance," by Dr. 
H. A. Todd, of Baltimore ; and "Speaking as 
Means and End of Language Teaching," bv 
L. A. Stager, of Philadelphia. In the evening 
the members of the Association were received 
at the residence of .Mr. 1). L. Bartlett. 

Upon convening for the final session Thurs- 
day morning, the Association first listened to 
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the report of a previously constituted commit- 
tee upon the nomination of officers. This 
committee reported as their nominee for Presi- 
dent, Hon. James Russell Lowell, — an an- 
nouncement which, being quite unexpected by 
at least a large part of the Convention, was 
naturally received with enthusiastic applause. 
The other officers nominated by the committee 
and at once elected by the Association were : 
Secretary, A. Marshall Elliott, of Johns Hop- 
kins University; Treasurer, H. A. Todd, of 
the same institution ; Executive Council, the 
foregoing ex-officio and also Franklin Carter, 
of Williams; W. T. Hewett, of Cornell; B. F. 
O'Connor, of Columbia ; Sylvester Primer, of 
Charleston ; J. M. Garnett, of the University 
of Virginia ; Rodes Massie, of the University 
of Tennessee ; J. K Newton, of Oberlin ; Cal- 
vin Thomas, of the University of Michigan, 
and H. C. G. von Jagemann, of the University 
of Indiana ; Editorial Committee : James A. 
Harrison, of Washington and Lee University; 
and Edward S. Sheldon, of Harvard. 

The Committee upon Nominations also 
recommended an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, (and their recommendation was after 
some discussion adopted by the Association), 
by the terms of which the Executive Council 
are hereafter to designate from their own num- 
ber a committee of three, which is to be known 
as the Executive Committee of the Association. 
To this committee are to be submitted through 
the Secretary, at least one month in advance 
of theconvention, all papers designed for the 
Association. This committee are then to have 
power to accept or reject such papers, and to 
designate from among the papers accepted, 
such as shall be read in full, and such as shall 
be read in brief, or by topics, for subsequent 
publication; and also to prescribe a program 
of proceedings, fixing the time to be allowed 
for each paper and its discussion. 

After this business was disposed of, papers 
were read by Prof. F. V. N. Painter, of Salem, 
Va., upon "Recent Educational Movements in 
their Relation to Language," by Prof. J. M. 
Garnett, of the University of Virginia, upon 
"The Course in English and its Value as a 
Discipline," and by Dr. Julius Goebel, of Bal- 
timore, upon "Poetry in the Chronicle of Lim- 
burg." A brief outline of a paper upon "The 



Methods of Wilhelm Scherer as a Critic of 
Faust," was submitted by the writer of this 
report. Owing to lack of time the expected 
paper by Prof. A. M. Elliott, of Baltimore, upon 
"Speech Mixture in French Canada" was not 
read. 

After passing resolutions of thanks and de- 
ciding to hold the next convention in Philadel- 
phia (the vote stood Philadelphia 29, Cincinnati 
24), the Association adjourned, the greater part 
of its members joining the advertised excursion 
to Washington, where, for the next twenty-four 
hours they might have been seen occupied in 
various ways. These "ways," however, were 
not closely enough related to the subject of 
Modern Languages to call for further notice 
here. 

Calvin Thomas. 

University of Michigan. 



A VAIL ABLE FRENCH TEXTS, IV. 

The Clarendon Press publications havejustly 
earned for themselves a high reputation, and 
the score of French texts with this imprint is 
in every way equal and often superior to the 
best that has been offered of the kind. The 
first French books published in the series were 
a set of French Classics edited by M. Gustave 
Masson, an unfortunate title as it tells nothing 
of the contents of the seven volumes that now 
compose it. 

Volume I. of the French Classics contains : 
Corneille, ' Cinna ' and Molifere, ' Les Femmes 
sayantes.' Very lately M. Masson has given a 
new and much improved edition of ' Cinna ' 
published separately, also at the Clarendon 
Press. Volume II. contains Racine, 'Andro- 
maque' and Corneille, 'Le Menteur.' The 
choice of the latter play was a very felicitous 
one, as it enables instructors who wish to go 
beyond Moliere in comedy to read with their 
classes the first modern French comedy 
which is really a masterpiece. ' Le Menteur ' 
offers difficulties enough for any pupil, how- 
ever advanced he may be. Volume III. con- 
tains : Moliere, ' Les Fourberies de Scapin ' 
and Racine, ' Athalie ' thus offering a combina- 
tion of very gay prose and very grave verse. 
Volume IV. has for its sub-title ' A Selection 
from the Letters of Madame de SeVigne" and 
her contemporaries.' This selection, together 
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